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among them and would instruct them as well as their
children. Yet, notwithstanding the great obligations
that they [the Savages] were under to the French,
they had descended the river with the intention of
going to see the thieves who came to pillage the
French. He said they should consider well what
they were doing; that these robbers were only birds
of passage, while the French would remain in the
country as it belonged to them. This is a part of
the discourse that sieur de Champlain delivered to
them, as far as I have been able to learn, from the
report made to me by those present.

During this speech, the Captain and his men lis-
tened very attentively. He, among others, appeared
to be in deep thought, drawing [229i.e., 129] from his
stomach from time to time this aspiration, while they
were speaking to him, kdm ! hdm ! hdm ! as if approv-
ing the speech of the interpreter, which, when fin-
ished, this Captain arose to answer, but with a
keenness and delicacy of rhetoric that might have
come out of the schools of Aristotle or Cicero. He
won, in the beginning of his discourse, the good will
of all of the French by his profound humility, which
appeared with exceeding grace in his gestures and in
his language.

“I am,” said he, ““only a poor little animal, crawl-
ing about on the ground; you Frenchmen are the
great of the earth, who make all tremble. I do not
know how I dare to talk before such great Captains.
If T had some one behind me who would suggest
what I ought to say, I would speak more boldly.
[230 i.e., 130] I am bewildered; I have never had
any instruction; my father left me very young; if
I say anything, I go seeking it here and there,



